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2008 Federated Telephone Cooperative Annual Meeting  
& Federated Telephone Customer Appreciation Picnic  

All Federated Telephone customers are invited to attend a Customer 
Appreciation Picnic followed by the 56th Annual Meeting of the 
members for the members on Thursday, June 12, 2008, at the 
Chokio -Alberta High School in Alberta, Minnesota. Registration be-
gins at 4:30 p.m. and ceases at 6:30 p.m. sharp. The Annual Meeting 
will begin at 6:45 p.m.  
 
Voting for two directors will take place at the annual meeting. The 
terms of Raymond Busse, District #4 Holloway exchange, and Marcia 
Greiner, District #7 Hancock exchange, will expire. Members may 
vote at the annual meeting or by absentee ballot which will be mailed 
out with the notice of the Annual Meeting on May 27, 2008.  
 
Absentee ballots must be received in FTCõs office by 10:00 a.m. on 
June 12, 2008 and no further voting will be allowed after tellers have 
collected the ballots at the meeting.  
 
In other business, the Presidentõs report by Richard Bjornjeld and the 
General Managerõs report by Kevin Beyer will be presented.  

2008 Customer Appreciation Picnic  

 

Thursday, June 12, 2008  

Served from 4:30 - 6:15 p.m.  

 

Annual Meeting begins at 6:45 p.m.  

Registration open from 4:30 - 6:30 p.m.  

 

Door Prizes awarded after the meeting concludes.  

Must be present to win.  
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May 2008 Newsletter   

In March and April, representatives from Farmers Mutual Telephone Company (Farmers) and Federated Telephone Coop-

erative (Federated) met with Legislators on both the State and National levels to explore the unique challenges small communica-

tions providers like Farmers and Federated face in delivering affordable, cutting-edge communications services to consumers in 

West Central Minnesota. 

Among the issues discussed was the critical role of the fed-

eral universal service fund, which helps support Farmers and Feder-

atedôs efforts to connect consumers to the nationôs robust broadband-

capable network and the numerous opportunities for education, health 

care, commerce and entertainment it provides. Farmers and Federated 

representatives urged our legislators to act to ensure rural communi-

ties like ours right here in West Central Minnesota remain a vital part 

of our nationôs fabric, by advocating policies that will sustain univer-

sal service support. In the future, Farmers and Federated will continue 

to rely on universal service support to help deliver area residents next-

generation technologies at affordable rates. 

The group also discussed the need for flexible policies that 

do not unduly burden small businesses like rural telcos with a set 

workforce committed to providing top-notch customer service and 

affordable, reliable communications to its consumers. 

Farmers and Federated representatives were in St. Paul on 

March 26 and 27, 2008 to participate in the Minnesota Telecommuni-

cations Alliance (MTA) Day on the Hill along with two dozen other 

rural Minnesota telephone companies to brief our legislators on the 

important role Minnesota telcos play in the strength of our local communities. 

On April 14-16, representatives from Farmers and Federated were in Washington to participate in the National Telecommu-

nications Associationôs Legislative & Policy Conference. The annual event hosts more than 600 rural telecom representatives from 

throughout the country for educational briefings about emerging rules and regulations and other pressing industry issues as well as 

visits to policy-makers on Capitol Hill and the Federated Communications Commission (FCC). 

On the outside of every home or business 

with telephone services, there is a unit called 

a protector. The protector connects the phone 

line to the wiring inside the building. Feder-

ated Telephone owns this equipment.  

 

If you are planning to re-side your home or 

business, DO NOT try to remove the protector yourself. Simply 

contact our office a few days in advance and a Federated tech-

nician will come remove the unit.  

 

Once the new siding has been installed, a Federated technician 

will return to replace the unit (in the same location) for you 

free of charge. However, if you or your contractor damages the 

unit, you will be billed for the necessary repairs. 

Planning to Re -side Your House?  

L-R: Lynn Swenson, FTC; Lloyd Hanson, FMTC; Richard 

Bjornjeld, FTC; Dave Falness, FMTC; and Senator Gary 

Kubly  

Officials from Farmers Mutual Telephone Company and  
Federated Telephone Cooperative Visit Legislators  

 

Construction Clean Up 
 

Do you have any unresolved  

issues from our construction  

last year?   

 
 

Our contractor will be back in the area soon. If 

your location needs to be reviewed, please 

contact our office at 324-7111. 
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Congratulations Jeri & Tom!  

Tom Lorenz 

Operations Manager 

Banana Split Cake 
 

1 Box White Cake Mix 

   - Water, Vegetable Oil, and Whole 

Eggs called for on cake mix box 

1 C. Mashed Bananas (2 medium) 

3/4 C. Miniature Semisweet Chocolate 

Chips 

1 Container (1 lb) Chocolate Frosting 

 

1 Heat oven to 350Á. Grease bottom only of 13òx9ò 

pan. In a large bowl, beat cake mix, water, oil, eggs, 

and mashed bananas on low speed 30 seconds; beat 

on medium speed 2 minutes, scraping bowl occasion-

ally. Stir in chocolate chips. Pour into pan. 
 

2. Bake 30 to 35 minutes or until toothpick inserted in 

center comes out clean. Cool 15 minutes. 
 

3. Spread frosting evenly over cake. 

RECIPE 

Jeri Erickson 

Customer Service Representative 

10 Years of Service  

Telephone numbers placed on the National Do Not Call Registry will remain on it permanently due to the Do-Not-Call Improve-

ment Act of 2007, which became law in February 2008. More than 157 Million phone numbers are on the Na-

tional Do Not Call Registry. 

 

Under the Act, the Federal Trade Commission will continue to remove telephone numbers that have been discon-

nected and reassigned  to other customers. Consumers can delete their telephone numbers from the registry at 

anytime by calling 1-888-382-1222 (TTY 1866-290-4236) - the call must be made from the telephone number 

they wish to delete. 

 

The Do-Not-Call Fee Extension Act of 2007 also was enacted, setting the annual fees telemarketers will pay to 

access the registry in fiscal year 2009 at $54 for each area code of data accessed or $14,850 for access to every area code in the 

registry, whichever is less. Telemarketers may access the first 5 area codes of data at no charge, and certain exempt organizations 

will continue to access all data at no charge. For each fiscal year beginning after year 2009, the fees will be increased at the rate of 

change of the consumer price index, unless the change is less than 1 percent, in which case the fees will not be adjusted. 

Do Not Call Registrations Permanent and Fees Telemarketers Pay to Access Registry Set 



Directory Additionséé. 

 
Chokio -Alberta  
Brennan Van Eps           324-7480 

Pine Ridge Partners Inc.         324-7578 

SJJK Plumbing & Heating, Inc.    324-7590 

Michael Aagesen           324-2427 

 

Correll  
Don & Deb Bursken          596-2355 

 
 

 
 
Hancock  
Todd  & Jamie Nohl        392-2778 

June Reynolds              392-5350 

Josh Gades                392-2836 

 

Milan  
Bergen & Bess Johnson        734-4493 

Ronald & Gerri Lovehaug      734-4472 

Joan & Nick Olson           734-4510 

Jeff  Anderson             734-4476 
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Local Commitment.  

Global Solutions. 

 

 Main Office:                Satellite Office:  

 PO Box 156                PO Box 107 

 405 2nd Street East            508 Atlantic Ave.  

 Chokio, MN 56221             Morris, MN 56267  
            

emailftc@fedtel.net          www.fedtel.net  
 

Office Hours:  Monday - Friday  

  8:00 am - 4:30 pm. 

Office Contact Information:  

Local Commitment. Global Solutions. 

Office: 1-800-374-7133 or 611 

1-320-324-7111 

Repairs:       1-800-374-7133 or 611 

1-320-324-7111 

Fax:  1-320-324-2777 

The Federated Offices will be Closed  

Monday, May 26, 2008 in  

observance of Memorial Day. 

Congratulations  
2008 Graduates!  

 

2008 -2009 Area -Wide Directory  
 

The 2008-2009 edition of the area-wide  

directory is scheduled for distribution during 

the third week of May. Please remember to  

recycle your old books according to the  

information provided on the inside front cover 

of the 2008-2009 directory. Each county has 

different instructions, so make sure you find 

the proper instructions for your county. 


